Whakapapa

The interconnectedness of all things and the importance of understanding one's
place in the world.

Whakapapa, embodies the interconnectedness of all things and the importance of
understanding one's place in the world.

Whakapapa is a cornerstone of Maori culture and worldview, connecting
individuals to their past, present, and future, as well as to the natural world and
the universe.

Key aspects of Whakapapa:

e Interconnectedness: Whakapapa emphasises the interconnectedness of
all things, from people to the land, the sea, and the stars. It suggests that
everything is part of a vast, interconnected tapestry.

e Lineage: A person's Whakapapa is their lineage, tracing their descent
from ancestors and connecting them to specific tribes, places, and events.

e |dentity: Whakapapa is central to Maori identity, shaping a person's sense
of self and belonging. It provides a framework for understanding one's
place in the world and their responsibilities to others.

e Spiritual connection: Whakapapa extends beyond the physical realm,
connecting individuals to the spiritual world and the ancestors. It is a way
of honouring the past and seeking guidance for the future.

Ubuntu

"Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu," - "A person is a person through other people."

Ubuntu is a Nguni Bantu word from Southern Africa that encapsulates a profound
philosophy centred on humanity, community, and interconnectedness. It's often
expressed through the Zulu proverb "Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu," which
translates to "A person is a person through other people."

Key elements of Ubuntu:

e Interdependence: At its core, Ubuntu emphasizes that our individual
humanity is deeply intertwined with the humanity of others. We become
fully human through our relationships, interactions, and our sense of
belonging within a community. It rejects the idea of a completely isolated
individual.

e Community Focus: Ubuntu prioritizes the well-being and harmony of the
community over individualistic pursuits. The needs and concerns of the
collective are given significant weight.

e Compassion and Empathy: A person embodying Ubuntu shows
compassion, empathy, and a genuine concern for others. Treating others
with respect, dignity, and kindness is fundamental.

e Sharing and Generosity: Ubuntu encourages sharing resources,
knowledge, and support within the community. Helping others and being
generous are seen as vital aspects of being human.

e Inclusivity and Hospitality: The philosophy promotes a welcoming and
inclusive attitude towards others, even strangers. Hospitality and a sense
of open belonging are important.

e Harmony and Reconciliation: Ubuntu values peaceful coexistence and
seeks to resolve conflicts through dialogue, forgiveness, and
reconciliation to restore relationships within the community.

e Respect and Dignity: It underscores the inherent worth and dignity of
every individual. Treating everyone with respect, regardless of their
status or background, is crucial.



Whakapapa and Ubuntu Common Threads

o Emphasis on Interconnectedness: Both philosophies deeply emphasise the interconnectedness of individuals. Whakapapa highlights the links through
ancestry, the land, and the spiritual world, while Ubuntu stresses the social and communal bonds that define our humanity. Both recognize that we
are not isolated beings but are part of a larger web of relationships.

e Importance of Belonging: Both concepts underscore the fundamental human need to belong. Whakapapa provides a strong sense of belonging
through lineage and connection to place, while Ubuntu fosters belonging through communal identity and shared humanity.

o Value of Community: Both place a high value on the community. Whakapapa emphasises the responsibilities and obligations individuals have to their
whanau (family) and iwi (tribe), while Ubuntu centres on the well-being and cohesion of the wider community.

o Identity Formation: Both contribute significantly to an individual's sense of identity. Whakapapa roots identity in ancestral connections and cultural
heritage, while Ubuntu grounds identity in communal relationships and shared humanity. In both, "who we are" is deeply tied to "who we belong to."

o Respect for Others: Both philosophies inherently promote respect for others. In Whakapapa, respect for ancestors and elders is paramount,
extending to all members of the community. In Ubuntu, respect for the inherent humanity of every person is central.

o Shared Responsibility: Both imply a sense of shared responsibility. In Whakapapa, there's a responsibility to uphold the mana (prestige and authority)
of ancestors and care for the land. In Ubuntu, there's a responsibility to contribute to the well-being of the community and support fellow human
beings

Important Principles to Ensure Respect

Deep Understanding: Educators should develop an understanding of the cultural meaning of Ubuntu and Whakapapa.
Context Matters: Adapt ideas thoughtfully to suit the school’s context and community.

Collaboration: Involve students and community members connected to these cultures in shaping any related activities.
Cultural Respect: Always acknowledge the origins and meaning of these philosophies.

Focus on Values: Aim to apply the core values—not mimic cultural practices.

Ongoing Reflection: Regularly review and adjust approaches to ensure they are respectful and effective.

Ubuntu and Whakapapa are powerful ways to explore belonging and community in schools.

By focusing on shared values like connection, empathy, and belonging—and approaching them with care and collaboration—schools can create more
inclusive and supportive communities



